The clinical value of the determinations in the serum of zinc concentration in women with breast cancer.
The clinical usefulness of the determinations of the zinc serum concentration at different stages of the breast cancer diagnostic process was evaluated in the present work. On the basis of the analysis of 182 women surgically treated because of this neoplasm, a statistically significant dependence was shown between the frequency of occurrence of hypozincemia and the progression of the cancer, its histological form, and the microscopic state of the axillary lymph nodes. The clinical usefulness was also shown by the determinations of the zincemia in the post-operative monitoring of patients with breast cancer. The critical value was also determined for the microelement concentration below which a statistically significantly high risk of occurrence of distant metastases appears.